Second Sunday inv Lent
February 25, 2024 10:15 am

Prelude

Welcome

The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the one made with Abraham and
Sarah: God’s promise to make them the ancestors of many, with whom God will remain
in everlasting covenant. Paul says this promise comes to all who share Abraham’s faith
in the God who brings life into being where there was no life. We receive this baptismal
promise of resurrection life in faith. Sarah and Abraham receive new names as a sign of
the covenant, and we too get new identities in baptism, as we put on Christ.

Announcement

Invocation Confession & Absolution
In the name of the Father, and of the # Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

During the season of Lent we are called to return to the Lord with all our heart. Let us
confess our sin and seek reconciliation with God and neighbor.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Merciful God, you sent your Son, Jesus Christ to save the lost. We confess that
we have strayed from you and turned aside from your way. We fail in love,
neglect justice, and ignore your truth. Have mercy on us and wash away our
sin. Create in us clean hearts for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Behold, now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation. Almighty God have
mercy on us, forgive us all our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.

Gathering Hymn: ELW #514 “O Word of God Incarnate”

1. O Word of God incarnate, O Wisdom from on high, O Truth unchanged,
unchanging, O light of our dark sky; we praise you for the radiance that
from the hallowed page, a lantern to our footsteps, shines on from age to
age.

2. The church from you, dear Master, received the gift divine; and still that
light is lifted o’er all the earth to shine. It is the chart and compass that,
all life’s voyage through, mid mists and rocks and quicksands still guides,
O Christ, to you.

3. Oh, make your church, dear Savior, a lamp of burnished gold to bear
before the nations your true light, as of old; oh, teach your wond’ring



pilgrims by this their path to trace, till, clouds and darkness ended, they
see you face to face.
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Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Kyrie (page 203 ELW)

Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.

We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.
Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.

Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.
Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart.

Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts!

Prayer of the Day

O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful
death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ
that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Readings and Psalw

First Reading: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16

As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God
promises this old couple that they will be the ancestors of nations, though they have no
child together. God will miraculously bring forth new life from Sarah’s womb. The name
changes emphasize the firmness of God’s promise.

!When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LorRD appeared to Abram, and said to him,
“I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant
between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” *Then Abram fell on
his face; and God said to him, “*As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be
the ancestor of a multitude of nations. °No longer shall your name be Abram, but your
name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. °I
will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come
from you. “I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after
you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to
your offspring after you.”

15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah
shall be her name. °I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will
bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”

Psalm: Psalm 22:23-31
23You who fear the LorD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory.
Stand in awe of the LorD, all you offspring of Israel.



’“For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is
the LorD’s face hidden from them;
but when they cry out, the LorD hears them.
25From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LoRD.
’The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LoRrD;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
’For dominion belongs to the LoRb,
who rules over the nations.
2°Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD.
30Their descendants shall serve the LoRrb,
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
31They shall proclaim God'’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”

Second Reading: Romans 4:13-25

Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right relationship
with God not through works of the law but through faith. Though Abraham and Sarah
were far too old for bearing children, Abraham trusted that God would accomplish what
God had promised to accomplish.

13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. “If it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. °For
the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.

16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and
be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to
those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, '7as it is written,
“I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not
exist. '®Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many
nations,” according to what was said, "So numerous shall your descendants be.” 1°He
did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as
dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of
Sarah’s womb. ?°No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he
grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, ?'being fully convinced that God was
able to do what he had promised. 2?Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as
righteousness.” 2>Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake
alone, ?*but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus
our Lord from the dead, 2>who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was
raised for our justification.

Gospel Acclamation
May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the
world is crucified to me, and I to the world. (Gal. 6:14)



The holy gospel according to Mark, beginning with the eight chapter. Glory to you, O
Lord.

Gospel: Mark 8:31-38

After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the
first time what is to come. Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet understand
the way of the cross that Jesus will travel.

31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three
days rise again.3?He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human
things.”

34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 3>For those
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for
the sake of the gospel, will save it. *°For what will it profit them to gain the whole world
and forfeit their life? 3/Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 3¥Those who
are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them
the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the
holy angels.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon Eric Henderson

Hymn of the Day: ELW #796 "How Firm a Foundation”

1. How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith in Christ
Jesus, the Word! What more can he say than to you he has said who unto
the Savior for refuge have fled?

2. “"Fear not, I am with you, Oh, be not dismayed, for I am your God and will
still give you aid; I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.”

3. "When through fi‘ry trials your pathway shall lie, my grace, all sufficient,
shall be your supply. The flames shall not hurt you; I only design your
dross to consume and your gold to refine.

4. “"Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove my sov’reign, eternal,
unchangeable love; and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn,
like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne.”

(copyright: Public Domain, One-License #M-402357)
Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,



who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

Offering

Offering Hymn ELW: #686 “We Give Thee I Own” 1% verse
1. We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be; all that we have is
thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
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Offering Prayer

Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts that
we have gathered that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only
with this holy food but with hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in your
name. Amen.

Prayers
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Blessing
Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless you and keep you,
shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and ++ give you peace. Amen.

Sending Hymn: ELW #812 “Faith of Our Fathers”

1. Faith of our fathers, living still in spite of dungeon, fire, and sword. Oh,
how our hearts beat high with joy whene’er we hear that glorious word.

Refrain: Faith of our fathers, holy faith, we will be true to thee till death.

2. The martyrs, chained in prisons dark, were still in heart and conscience
free; and blest would be their children’s fate if they, like them, should die
for thee. Refrain



3. Faith of our fathers! We will love both friend and foe in all our strife;
proclaim thee too, as love knows how, by saving word and faithful life.
Refrain
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Dismissal

Go in peace. Share your bread.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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